APPENDICES
am happy to report that the peace celebrations in Constanti-
nople passed off without incident as regards the Forces.
33. I would draw attention to the refugee question during
the period under review. In the early days of November,
1920, after General WRANGEL'S defeat, we were faced with
some 140,000 Russians, and this was later followed by some
70,000 Turkish refugees. To this must be added the Armen-
ians and other nationalities, and the influx of nearly 100,000
Greek refugees from Anatolia made this problem one of
constant anxiety. I cannot speak too highly of the generosity
that has been shown by the British Services and the British
Colony in affording relief, and great credit is due to the Inter-
Allied Sanitary authorities for their efforts in preserving the
health of the city under such circumstances. We have been
very fortunate in avoiding any serious disease. I would like
to pay a tribute to the American Red Cross and Near East
Relief as regards this vast problem, and to the League of
Nations' Work under Mr. Lawford CHILDS, and also to the
work of the Allied and other nations. It is only fair to judge
by results. On the termination of the Allied occupation
only some 7,000 Russians remain, the majority of whom
have regular employment, whilst others are going to America,
Bulgaria, and other places. It is indeed a record of which
all concerned may well be proud.
34. At my inspection of every unit in the Force, I have
been immensely impressed with the spirit throughout. The
decision of the late Government to reinforce this Force last
September, and the rapidity with which these reinforcements
were despatched by the Admiralty, War Office, and Air
Ministry, undoubtedly saved the situation and made the
Turk decide to stay his hand. The way in which the reinforce-
ments were dealt with, the accommodation which was
erected, and the base which was established at Eelia, also the
measures which have been taken for the comfort and recreation
of the troops, in order to get through the winter moaths,
reflects the highest credit on all concerned, and I am glad to
record that these efforts have been greatly appreciated bj the
troops themselves. The behaviour of the troops ana the